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The National Indian Health Board is committed to ensuring that the Tribes remain informed on
COVID-19 and have the resources and assistance needed to respond to the pandemic. This
newsletter will contain the latest resources, announcements and information on scheduled calls
and webinars.

To view all of our resources, please be sure to visit our COVID-19 Tribal Resource Center at

www.nihb.org/covid-19.
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Reminder: U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services
Requests Nominations for the
Secretary's Tribal Advisory
Committee — Due September 11,
2020

NIHB COVID-19 Tribal
Resource Center

Funding Opportunities

and Technical Assistance
Resources The U.S. Department of Health and

Administration and Human Services (HHS) sent a Dear

Agency Response Tribal Leader Letter (DTLL)

Community Health Tools requesting nominations for the
Advocacy Tools Secretary’s Tribal Advisory Committee

List of Member and (STAC) for a number of regions, and
Partner Organizations to for at-large members to serve two-year
find regionally-specific terms. The vacancies are listed below.

resources
Upcoming Calls
Webinars and Events

The STAC was established in 2010 by
HHS in an effort to create a
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coordinated, Department-wide strategy
to incorporate Tribal guidance on HHS
2020 NIHB National Tribal priorities, policies, and budget. In

Health Conference working closely with Tribal leadership

Call for Abstracts - on this committee, the Department has

Due September 11! elevated the level of attention given to
the government-to-government
relationship with Indian Tribes and has
developed mechanisms for continuous
improvement and communication in
partnerships with Tribes.

Nominations are due by September 11,
2020. The new delegates and
alternates will be notified by October 2,
2020.

1. Albuquerque Primary and

Alternate

2. Bemidji Area Primary and
Every year, the National Indian Altemat? .
Health Board brings together our 3. California Primary and Alternate
leaders in Health Policy and 4. Nashville Primary and Alternate
Advocacy to allow for conversation, 5. Navajo Primary and Alternate
mobilization and strategy. This year 6. Oklahoma Primary and Alternate
is no different despite COVID-19. In 7. Portland Primary and Alternate

fact, COVID-19 has made our work
all the more urgent and

important! We invite you to join us
virtually, to present your work, in
Tribal public health, policy,
advocacy and behavioral health. Read the full letter.

8. Tucson Primary and Alternate
9. National At-Large Primary
Delegates (2)

Learn More.

Call & Webinar Announcements

Indian Country COVID-19 Update and 2020 Census Update Call,
Thursday, September 10
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Please join the White House Office of Intergovernmental
Affairs, the Department of Health and Human
Services, Indian Health Service and the broader
Indian Country COVID-19 Response Team on
Thursday, September 10, 2020.

Thursday, September 10, 2020
4:00 — 5:00 PM Eastern Time

Reqister for the Call
Note: You must register to join the call. Upon successful registration, you will receive a

confirmation email with dial-in instructions.

Telehealth — Understanding our use of Telehealth in the IHS
Electronic Health Record, Friday, September 11

In this webinar, the Indian Health Service (IHS) will

discuss the need to capture information on the amount and

type of telehealth services being provided across the

system. It will discuss the importance of this data and

provide recommendations for documenting telehealth

visits. This will ensure that critical information is available

for planning and improvement across the system. Time will be allotted for
guestions and answers. The webinar is intended for Leaders, directors,
healthcare providers, billers, Informaticists, Health Information Management
Consultant and Health Information Technology staff in IHS facilities. No
credit offered for this webinar.

For guestions & technical Assistance, contact IHSTele-Education@ihs.gov.

Friday, September 11, 2020
12:00 pm Eastern Time
Join the Webinar

NIHB CEO Stacy A. Bohlen Speaking at panel on Racism,
Violence and Injury Prevention, and Tribal Heath, Friday,
September 11
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On Friday, September 11, 2020 Stacy A.

Bohlen will speak at a panel about injury and

violence prevention, COVID-19, and the

impacts of structural racism on American Indian

and Alaska Native health. The session will also

feature co-panelist Reggie Moore of the

Milwaukee Health Department and moderator IRTUAL INJURY & VIOLENCE PREVENTION GONFERENGE
Sheila Savannah of the Prevention Institute.
The panel will spark a meaningful conversation

around what violence and injury prevention practitioners, advocacy groups,
and organizations can do to critically address health inequities and racism in
their work.

The panel and conference are hosted by the Safe States Alliance, a
national non-profit and professional organization whose mission is to
strengthen the practice of injury and violence prevention. The panel will be
limited to conference attendees. You can learn more about the Safe States
2020 Conference “Advancing Equity, Strengthening Prevention” here.

Insights from Congressional and Tribal Leaders: Coronavirus
Relief for American Indian Tribal Government, RESCHEDULED

TO Thursday, September 17

Activists and practitioners were already preparing for

a tumultuous election year before the COVID-19 In

March 2020, American Indian tribes celebrated their

historic inclusion in the CARES Act, receiving nearly

$11 billion in direct relief. The Act recognized that d A

tribal governments are confronting extraordinary ""
demands parallel to those faced by state and local A, THEHARARDPRORECTON
governments. The relief dollars, however, have been | —
slow to reach Native Americans. While tribal

governments have put forth unprecedented efforts to serve their citizens in
crisis, restrictions on the use and timing of federal relief monies have
hindered tribes’ capacities to do all they are capable of.

Now, as Congress returns from their summer recess to debate additional
coronavirus relief packages, including potential additional direct aid to tribal

governments, the Harvard Kennedy School’s Ash Center and the

Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development will host a
diverse panel of Congressional and tribal leaders to look ahead and discuss

how Congress might come together on a bipartisan basis to enhance
support for Indian Country’s pandemic recovery efforts.

Panelists
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The Honorable Steve Daines, US Senator for Montana

The Honorable Sharice Davids, US Representative, Kansas

President Shelley Buck, Prairie Island Indian Community

Governor Stephen Roe Lewis, Gila River Indian Community

Chairman Alvin "A.J." Not Afraid, Jr., Crow Tribe of Indians

Professor Joseph P. Kalt, Director, Harvard Project on American Indian
Economic Development

Thursday, September 17, 2020
12:00 PM Eastern Time
Reqister for this event

OMH Virtual Symposium: Advancing the Response to COVID-
19: Sharing Promising Programs and Practices for Racial and
Ethnic Minority Communities, Thursday, September 17

The Office of Minority Health (OMH)

at the U.S. Department of Health and

Human Services (HHS) will host a

virtual symposium, Advancing the

Response to COVID-19: Sharing

Promising Programs and Practices for

Racial and Ethnic Minority e
Communities, on Thursday, September Register Today!

17, 2020 at 12:00 pm ET to highlight  Advancing the Response to coviD 1o
local, state, Tribal, and territorial and Ethnic Minority Populations
responses to COVID_lg |n I'aCIa| and A Virtual Symposium Hosted by the HHS Office of Minority Health
ethnic minority communities. g

£ “omH

Thursday, September 17, 2020
12:00 PM - 6:00 PM Eastern Time
Learn More and Reqister for the Symposium

Indoor Air Quality Informational Webinar, Thursday, September
17

National Tribal Air Association is hosting

the second webinar in a series for Tribes to

discuss IAQ Considerations to Assist Tribes NATIONAL TRIBAL
in Re-Opening Tribal Buildings during AIR ASSOCIATION
COVID: No Silver Bullets, Practical Guidance
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and Messaging on Reopening Tribal Buildings on Thursday, September
17 at 3:30 ET.

This 2-hour webinar will include presentations by:

« Dr. Richard Corsi, Dean of the Maseeh College of Engineering and
Computer Science at Portland State University on the fundamentals of
aerosol transport and Practical Layered Risk Reduction for indoor
environments.

Drs. Andrew Persily and Lisa Ng of the National Institute of Standards
and Technology (NIST) on Practical Guidance for Reopening Tribal
Buildings on:
« Building ventilation and filtration in the context of indoor aerosol
exposure
o Summary of Current HVAC Recommendations for Re-Opening
Buildings
« Simulation of Controls for Reducing Aerosol Exposure in
Educational Spaces

« April Hale of the National Indian Health Board (NIHB) on Messaging
Guidance on Reopening to Different Tribal Audiences

o There will also be time for discussion and questions with Gillian
Mittelstaedt of Tribal Healthy Homes Network.

Please contact Andy.bessler@nau.edu for more information.

Thursday, September 17th
3:30 PM - 5:30 PM ET
Reqister for the Webinar

Announcements

NIHB Leads Efforts on Joint Letter to Congress Opposing
Policy Changes to Medicaid FMAP
Tribal Nations and organizations encouraged to send their own letter -

template available!

National Indian
Health Board
o
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On July 27, the National Indian Health Board

(NIHB) sent a joint letter to Congress firmly opposing any policy that would
undo decades of precedent in federal Medicaid policy towards Tribal Nations
by extending 100% Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) to
States for Medicaid services rendered by providers outside the Indian health
system to American Indians/Alaska Natives. This policy would seek to
stabilize state Medicaid programs at the direct expense of the Indian health
system, and runs contrary to federal trust and treaty obligations.

NIHB was joined by Tribal Nations, National Congress of American
Indians, National Council of Urban Indian Health, and multiple regional
Tribal organizations in this important advocacy. NIHB encourages all Tribal
Nations and organizations to join us in showing that Indian Country is
uniformly opposed to this provision by sending similar letters. Please find
this template letter on NIHB's Tribal COVID-19 Resource Center. Read the
joint letter here.

Deadline Extended to apply for Provider Relief Fund

The US Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) has extended the deadline to apply for Phase 2
General Distribution Funding to September 13, 2020.

Read more.

HRSA Requests Nominations for Tribal Advisory Council

The Health Resources and Services

Administration (HRSA) plans to create a Tribal Advisory HRSA
Council and seeks nominations for membership from the F i ot S o ki
Indian Health Service geographic areas of Alaska,

Albuquerque, Billings, Navajo, Phoenix, and Tucson. Nominations for
members must be received on or before September 30, 2020.

View the Dear Tribal Leader Letter
View the Federal Reqgister Notice

For questions, please contact Dr. Elijah K. Martin, Jr., Tribal Health Affairs,
HRSA Office of Health Equity at Emartin@hrsa.gov.
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Serious Adverse Health Events
Associated with Methanol-based
Hand Sanitizers

The Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention (CDC) issued the following

Health Alert Network (HAN) Health Advisory

on July 5, 2020. On June 19, 2020, the U.S.

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) advised consumers not to use any
hand sanitizer manufactured by “Eskbiochem SA de CV” in Mexico, due to
the potential presence of methanol, a “toxic alcohol”, as an active ingredient,
which can cause blindness and/or death when absorbed through the skin or

when swallowed. Since then, EDA has identified additional ABHSR products
that contain methanol and is working with manufacturers and distributors on
a voluntary recall of these products. Read more.

National Indian Health Board | www.nihb.org | 202-507-4070

Visit the NIHB COVID-19 Tribal Resource Center at www.nihb.org/covid-19.
Reach the NIHB COVID-19 Response Team, contact CWheeler@nihb.org

For media inquiries, contact April Hale at AHale@nihb.org
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