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The National Indian Health Board is committed to ensuring that the Tribes remain informed
on COVID-19 and have the resources and assistance needed to respond to the pandemic. This
newsletter will contain the latest resources, announcements and information on scheduled
calls and webinars.

To view all of our resources, please be sure to visit our COVID-19 Tribal Resource Center at

www.nihb.org/covid-19.
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Recognizing Resiliency in Indian Country

Read the complete RFA.

Call & Webinar Announcements
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Harm Reduction Strategies during the COVID Pandemic in
Native Communities, Thursday, August 27

This webinar is coordinated by the
National Native HIV Network and funded
by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services’ Minority HIV/AIDS Fund
via the Indian Health Service.

_ . DURING THE COVID
Co-Presenters: : PANDEMIC IN NATIVE mmmw
o Annette Hubbard, Behavioral COMMUNITIES )

Health Aide/Recovery

Services/Outreach, Ninilchik %r: ‘
Traditional Council /AUGU 2 fﬂ..fﬂ“i“:i’l.’f"
Jessica Rienstra BSN, RN, ECHO ﬁm‘ﬁm%mﬂﬂ 12PM PST; l[

Case Manager, Northwest Portland

Area Indian Health Board

Claudette Thor, MS, Healthcare for

the Homeless Clinic Manager, Front

Street Clinic

Lee Torres, HIV Prevention Specialist, First Nations Community
HealthSource

Thursday, August 27, 2020
3:00 PM Eastern Time

Register for the Webinar

Indian Country COVID-19 Update Call, Thursday, August 27

Please join the White House Office of
Intergovernmental Affairs, the Department of
Health and Human Services, Indian Health
Service and the broader Indian Country COVID-19
Response Team on Thursday, August 27, 2020.

Thursday, August 27, 2020
4:00 — 5:00 PM Eastern Time
Reqister for the Call
Note: You must register to join the call. Upon successful registration, you will receive
a confirmation email with dial-in instructions.
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HRSA Tribal Consultation on the CARES Act Provider Relief
Fund Monday, August 31, 2020

The Health Resources and Services

Administration (HRSA) is conducting this
rapid Tribal consultation to seek input and
Tribal recommendations on the allocations

of CARES Act Provider Relief Fund, Health Resources & Services Administration

announced by the U.S. Department of

Health and Human Services on April 22,
2020.

AGENDA
3:00- 3: 15 PM Welcome
e Opening Prayer
e Opening Comments and Welcome Tom Engels, Administrator,
HRSA
« Update - Tonya Bowers, Lead, Provider Relief Fund, HRSA
3:15 - 3:55 PM Open Discussion with Tribal Leaders
3:55 PM - Closing
4:00 PM - and Adjourn call

Monday, August 31, 2020
3:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call-in Number: 888-566-7684
Passcode: 7562556

The COVID-19 “Patchwork Pandemic” and Mental Health,
Tuesday, September 1

Join Southwest Mental Health
Technology Transfer Center 6
Network (MHTTC) and the \

Region IV Public Health

Training Center for a webinar on mental health and the coronavirus
pandemic. COVID-19 has been called the “patchwork pandemic” because
of its uneven impact across regions and subpopulations. Emerging
evidence indicates a similar pattern for the mental health effects of the
pandemic. Dr. Benjamin Druss will review what is currently known about
COVID-19 and mental health, with a focus on which populations are at
elevated risk of developing behavioral health problems. He will address the
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complementary roles that clinicians and public health practitioners can play
in addressing the mental health consequences of the pandemic.

Tuesday, September 1, 2020
1:00 PM EST

Reqister for the Webinar

Announcements

NIHB Leads Efforts on Joint Letter to Congress Opposing
Policy Changes to Medicaid FMAP

Tribal Nations and organizations encouraged to send their own letter -
template available!

On July 27, the National Indian Health Board  NEUSEIBORIEN
(NIHB) sent a joint letter to Congress firmly Health Boarfl’
opposing any policy that would undo decades of

precedent in federal Medicaid policy towards

Tribal Nations by extending 100% Federal Medical Assistance Percentage
(FMAP) to States for Medicaid services rendered by providers outside the
Indian health system to American Indians/Alaska Natives. This policy would
seek to stabilize state Medicaid programs at the direct expense of the
Indian health system, and runs contrary to federal trust and treaty
obligations.

NIHB was joined by Tribal Nations, National Congress of American
Indians, National Council of Urban Indian Health, and multiple regional
Tribal organizations in this important advocacy. NIHB encourages all Tribal
Nations and organizations to join us in showing that Indian Country is
uniformly opposed to this provision by sending similar letters. Please find
this template letter on NIHB's Tribal COVID-19 Resource Center. Read
the joint letter here.
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FCC 2.5 GHz Rural Tribal Window
DEADLINE EXTENDED! Applications Now due
Wednesday, September 2, 2020 at 6:00 PM ET

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, there is a

greater need for high-speed internet connections

as communities turn to telemedicine. The Federal

Communications Commission (FCC) 2.5 GHz Rural Tribal Window is
unique opportunity for Tribes in rural areas to directly access unassigned
spectrum over their Tribal lands, subject to buildout requirements. Read
more here.

Medicare Eligible Hospitals: Hardship Exception Application
Application Deadline: Sept. 1, 2020

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) opened the
hardship exception application submission period for Medicare’s Eligible
Hospital (EH) Hardship Exception to avoid the 2021 payment
adjustment. EHs that utilized 2014 Certified Resource and Patient
Management System (RPMS) Electronic Health Record (EHR) and were
unable to demonstrate Promoting Interoperability (formerly known as
Meaningful Use) in CY 2019 may need to apply for a hardship. Read the
full memo here.

The deadline to apply for an EH Hardship Exceptions is Tuesday,
September 1, 2020. Please note: This deadline has been extended from
the original date of July 1, 2020 due to COVID-19. Direct all inquiries to
Drew Morgan andrew.morgan@cms.hhs.gov related to hardship
exceptions. For IHS Specific questions related to the hardship exception,
please direct all inquiries to IHS’s Promoting Interoperability Team

at promotinginteroperabilityteam@ihs.gov.

Serious Adverse Health Events
Associated with Methanol-based
Hand Sanitizers

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) issued the following
Health Alert Network (HAN) Health Advisory
on July 5, 2020. On June 19, 2020, the U.S.
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Food and Drug Administration (FDA) advised consumers not to use any
hand sanitizer manufactured by “Eskbiochem SA de CV” in Mexico, due to
the potential presence of methanol, a “toxic alcohol”, as an active
ingredient, which can cause blindness and/or death when absorbed
through the skin or when swallowed. Since then, EDA has identified
additional ABHSR products that contain methanol and is working with
manufacturers and distributors on a voluntary recall of these products.
Read more.
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Visit the NIHB COVID-19 Tribal Resource Center at www.nihb.org/covid-19.
Reach the NIHB COVID-19 Response Team, contact CWheeler@nihb.org

For media inquiries, contact April Hale at AHale@nihb.org
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