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On October 20-24th I went to my first

NCAI conference that was held in

Albuquerque , New Mexico. The

conference was a lot different than any

other I've went to before. I learned

about the Census Count and what the

organization does. My favorite part of

NCAI was seeing the elections. It was

exciting to see native people run for

positions and see how they run their

campaigns . NCAI was a good

experience and was fun and very

informational. 

-Kerstin Johnson 

 I am very grateful to have had this

opportunity to go to Albuquerque, New

Mexico to attend the 76th annual NCAI

conference. As a Youth Commission we had a

successful youth led session that included

learning how to write a resolution, hearing

from our elders, sitting in on area caucus

meetings and hearing updates around Indian

Country. During General Assembly there was a

spiritual honoring for the missing and

murdered indigenous women where we gave

out 100 shawls. This year was an election year

for NCAI and it was interesting to learn of the

voting process. Another highlight in general

assembly would be the youth commission

giving our yearly updates to Tribal Leaders, It

was inspiring to look back at what we had

accomplished in our first year in office and

how we can prepare for next year. This annual

conference was enjoyable , I was able to learn

lessons and become stronger. I hope to see

more youth from Salt River attend , as this

information is fascinating and a great

opportunity to give and take from youth from

other tribes. 

-Marisela Villeges 

Young River People's Council  attends 
National Congress of American Indians 

Conference in Albuquerque , New Mexico


