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Environmental Protection & Natural Resources  

 

Mission Statement  
 

The Environmental Protection & Natural Resources Department         
protects, preserves, restores, and regulates the Communityôs natural   

resources and archaeological heritage by enforcing regulatory programs 
and providing educational opportunities to the Community. 

Cover Photo: A newborn foal and its mother on the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community.  
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Introduction  

Environmental Protection & Natural Resources 
 
The mission of the Environmental Protection & Natural Resources Department (EPNR) is to pro-
tect, preserve, restore, and regulate the Communityôs natural resources and archaeological heri-
tage by enforcing regulatory programs and providing educational opportunities to the Commu-
nity.   EPNR administers environmental regulatory programs, addresses environmental issues, 
and monitors growth and development to reduce the impact to the Communityôs environmental 
and natural resources.  EPNR staff perform site inspections and monitoring activities to ensure 
compliance with Community and Federal laws.  EPNR also manages and analyzes data, writes 
technical reports, and performs environmental outreach and education to increase awareness 
about environmental issues that impact the Community.   

EPNR consists of five distinct programs, with varied environmental and natural resource compo-
nents.  These include the Air Quality Program (AQP), Land Use Compliance Program (LUC), 
Range Management Program (RMP), Water Quality Program (WQP), and the Environmental 
Policy and Program Development (EPPD).  Hazardous substances, pesticides issues, solid 
waste, recycling, and policy development are all housed under Environmental Policy and Pro-
gram Development.  The major accomplishments in Fiscal Year 2008 (FY2008) of these five 
programs are explored in the following pages. 

EPNR 2008 Staff Photo (left to right)  

Front Row:  Denise Taylor, Jenifer Williams, Ondrea Barber, Gina Leverette, Angela Cruz, Kari Morehouse 

Middle Row:  Amy Miguel, Joe Herrera, Tudor Montague, Corwin Smith, Kevin Evanishyn, Chris Horan, Garfield King 

Back Row:  Daniel Daggett, Stan Belone, Tom Wright, Mark Aaron, Brian Gewecke, Greg Little 

Not Pictured:  Wang Yu 
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During 2008, EPNR welcomed new staff along with some internal promotions. Angela Cruz 
and Tom Wright joined EPNRôs LUC Program, Tudor Montague, Debra Yazzie and Mark 
Aaron joined the EPPD Program, Amy Miguel and Denise Taylor joined the WQP, and 
Corwin Smith joined the AQP.  

 

 

Administration  
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Ondrea Suz Barber

Environ Prot & Nat Res Mgr

10000439

CDD-Environmental Protection

Daniel Daggett

Environ Program Supervisor

10000023

CDD-Environmental Protection

Thomas Wright

Staff Archaeologist

10001587

CDD-Environmental Protection

Vacant Position

Sr Environ Spec - Enforce/Comp

10001569

CDD-Environmental Protection

Angela Cruz

Environ Spec - NEPA

10000952

CDD-Environmental Protection

Brian Gewecke

Sr Environ Spec - Range Mgmt

10000776

CDD-Range Management

Vacant Position

Environ Spec - Range Mgmt

10000963

CDD-Range Management

Kevin Evanishyn

Sr Environ Spec-Enforce/Comp

10002258

CDD-Environmental Protection

Joe Herrera

Environmental Technician

90002016

CDD-Environmental Protection

Kari Morehouse

Environ Program Supervisor

10000581

CDD-Environmental Protection

Christopher Horan

Environ Eng-Air Quality

10002300

CDD-Environmental Protection

Tudor Montague

Environ Eng-Policy Analyst

10002298

CDD-Environmental Protection

Ann-Denise Taylor

Environ Eng-Water Quality

10001193

CDD-Environmental Protection

Wang Yu

Environmental Engineer - Water

10001450

CDD-Environmental Protection

Mark Aaron

Sr Environ Spec-Haz Substances

10002299

CDD-Environmental Protection

Stanley Belone

Sr Environ Spec - Air Quality

10001013

CDD-Environmental Protection

Regina Leverette

Sr Environ Spec-Water Quality

10002297

CDD-Environmental Protection

Debra Yazzie

Sr Environ Spec - Solid Waste

10000737

CDD-Environmental Protection

Gregory Little

Environmental Specialist

10001451

CDD-Environmental Protection

Amy Miguel

Environ Spec - Water Quality

10001452

CDD-Environmental Protection

Corwin Smith

Environmental Technician

10000742

CDD-Environmental Protection

Jenifer Williams

Sr Environ Spec -Recycling

10002259

CDD-Environmental Protection

 

EPNR organizational chart (current as of January 2009). 
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4
Grant Funded

Staff

Community

Funded Staff

Funding Sources for EPNR staff salaries. 

Community

Funds

Clean Air Act

Funds

Clean Water

Act Funds

General

Assistance

Funds

Other Federal

Funds
Sources of funding for the EPNR departmental budget. 



 

 

Air Quality Program  

Summary 
The Air Quality Programôs (AQP) primary mission is to assess the SRP-MIC air-shed and de-
velop and implement an innovative regulatory program to address air quality issues. The AQP 
continues to develop a regulatory component whereby the Community can establish its jurisdic-
tional authority for air pollution sources within its exterior reservation boundaries. The AQP fo-
cuses on protecting Community health and welfare by maintaining and enhancing air quality. 

 

Monitoring Program 
With funding assistance from US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region IX, the AQP 
has established a network of five ambient air monitoring sites to identify and assess various air 
pollution sources impacting the Community.  

 

The program collaborated with 26 Community businesses to   

establish an emissions inventory.  

 
The inventory identifies and quantifies air pollution sources created within the Community.  
These inventories provide the program with itemized lists of pollutants each business is adding 
to the air-shed of the Community, and this data is important because much of the air pollution 
impacting the Community is not produced within the Communityðit is generated in the metro 
Phoenix area and is carried to the Community via the prevailing winds. The AQP has a well-
established ambient air monitoring network consisting of five monitoring sites.  These sites 
monitor for specific criteria and toxic air pollutants. Pollution monitoring data continues to be re-
ported to the EPAôs Air Quality System, and quarterly and hourly ozone data are reported daily 
to the AIRNOW data center. 

Staff presenting to prospective business clients. 
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Regulatory Development 
It has been an exciting year regarding the AQP regulatory development. With the well-established functional air 
monitoring network, special attention was devoted to commencing activities for the development of the Communityôs 
regulatory capabilities. In an effort to undertake air quality programs under the Clean Air Act Amendments (CAAA) of 
1990, the program initiated the Eligibility Determination by EPA Region IX. The Eligibility Determination Application 
under Treatment as State (TAS) was finalized, approved by the Council, and formally submitted to the EPA Region 
IX during FY 2008. EPA Region IX deemed the application complete and put the application through a thirty-day 
public comment period. 
 

The Eligibility Determination under the Clean Air Act was approved.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The AQP has developed finalized drafts of open burning, fugitive dust, and agriculture ordinances by working with 
the Communityôs Office of General Council (OGC) to support its tribal implementation plan (TIP). 
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TAS award ceremony at San Carlos, ArizonaðRegion 9 RTOC meeting. 

(L) AQP staff discussing the air quality monitoring site; 
(R) Documentation of an agricultural dust complaint. 



 

 

Special Projects  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Well redevelopment at the Brownfields site. Collecting soil samples at 5ô depth, which were tested 
for pollutants of concern. 

Brownfields Feedlot Clean-up and Assessment    
EPNR was awarded a total of $550,000 in Brownfields Cleanup and Assessment funds from the 
EPA for a three-year period commencing in FY2007. Only 49 grants were awarded nationwide.  

SRPMIC was one of only two tribal governments selected for 

this highly competitive grant opportunity.  

The project will help to assess and clean up the former 160-acre feedlot area located within the 
north-central portion of the Community.   

Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments were completed, which include: 

Comprehensive soil and groundwater sampling for the entire siteðover 176 samples col-
lected and analyzed for metals, pesticides and nitrates; 

Redevelopment and reconditioning of two on-site deteriorated production wells into active 
groundwater monitoring wells; and 

Geophysical ground survey to detect potential buried wasteðtwo areas within the project 
site were identified in Phase I. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Environmental Information Exchange      
Network (NEIEN) Project 
The NEIEN project is a major initiative within EPNR that began in 2003 to streamline data col-
lection, data submissions, and data management. During FY2008, EPNR developed web-based 
automated data quality checking and validation tools that enhanced the availability, integrity, 
quality, and utility of data exchanged. The technical computer aspects were also transferred to 
the Communityôs Information Technology Department to implement the Air Quality Subsystems 
data flow in a secure environment.   

 

SRP- MIC is only the 4th Tribal Nation to establish a functional 

Node on the Exchange Network. 
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