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Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community 

10,005 East Osborn Road 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85256 

 
ORDINANCE NUMBER:  SRO-    -10 

 
An Ordinance to enact Section 10-75 of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
Code of Ordinances to provide the procedures for appointing and retaining Guardian  ad 
Litem and for specifying their duties and responsibilities.   

 

BE IT ENACTED: 
 
That the Salt River Pima- Maricopa Indian Community Code of Ordinances is hereby amended 
by adding a section, to be numbered Section 10-75, which said section, read as follows:  
 
Sec. 10-75. Guardian ad Litem.  
 

(a) Purpose.  To ensure that an individual’s best interests are being protected by 
appointing a Guardian ad Litem in every case, and that the appointed Guardian ad Litem is 
performing their role appropriately and adequately to protect the individual’s best interests.  

 
(b) The Guardian ad Litem Division is hereby created and shall be established within 

the Legal Services Office to provide services to alleged incapacitated adults involved in judicial 
proceedings and to assure that all participants in these proceedings are adequately trained to 
carry out their responsibilities. The Legal Services Office shall adopt rules and regulations 
necessary and appropriate for the administration of the program. 

 
(c) Scope of Rules.  Notwithstanding any other provision, these standards shall apply 

to all attorneys and/or advocates representing individuals as either Attorneys or Guardian ad 
Litem in the following, but not limited to, probate, involuntary commitment, adoption and/or 
guardianship over an incapacitated adult or minor child. Attorneys and/or advocates shall not be 
appointed as both the individual’s legal representative and Guardian ad Litem.   

 
(d) Appointment of Guardian ad Litem.  
 

a. The Court shall appoint a Guardian ad Litem to represent the best interests of 
an incapacitated person under Chapter 10 unless the incapacitated person is 
represented by independent counsel.  
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b. The Court may appoint a Guardian ad Litem to represent the best interests of a 
minor child under Chapter 10 as required by the Code unless the minor child 
is represented by independent counsel. 

 
(e) Training: A Guardian ad Litem shall be required to participate in either:  
 

a. Training: Eight (8) hours of mental health and/or family law. The training 
shall include applicable ordinances and rules of court. Training in related 
practice areas such as guardianship, conservatorship, long term care, financial 
exploitation, incapacitated persons is recommended; or 

b. At least six (6) months of experience in related practice area in which the 
attorney and/or advocate has demonstrated competence in the representation 
of his or her client in another jurisdiction. 

c. Following certification, a Guardian ad Litem shall participate, at a minimum, 
in four (4) hours of continuing legal education per year, which is specific to 
the area of mental health law and/or family law.  

 
(f) Timing of Appointments: The Guardian ad Litem shall be appointed immediately 

after the earliest of:  
 
 

(1) The filing of petition of involuntary commitment, guardianship, adoption or 
conservatorship over an incapacitated person.  

(2) Once the need of a Guardian ad Litem has been identified in a guardianship, 
adoption or conservatorship action of a minor child as applicable under the 
code.  

(3) The Court shall appoint a Guardian ad Litem prior to the next scheduled 
hearing if a Guardian ad Litem has not been appointed previously pursuant to 
sections described above.  

 
(g) A Guardian ad Litem appointed under this chapter and any requirements and 

duties prescribed to the court or any other entity shall be in accordance with the provisions in 
Chapter 11, Article IV., Section 11-31.  
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C_E_R_T_I_F_C_A_T_I_O_N 

This Ordinance is hereby enacted pursuant to the authority contained in Article VII, Sec. 1(k) of 
the Constitution of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community ratified by the Tribe, 
February 28, 1990, and approved by the Secretary of the Interior, March 19, 1990, and amended 
by the Tribe, February 27, 1996, and approved by the Secretary April 23, 1996, the foregoing 
Ordinance was adopted this ____________ day of _____________, 2010, in a duly called 
meeting held by the Community Council in ______________, Arizona at which a quorum of 
____ members were present by a vote of ____for; _____ opposed, ___abstentions, and ____ 
excused. 

 

SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA 
INDIAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

 

__________________________ 
Diane Enos, President 

ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________ 
Erica Harvier, Council Secretary 

 


